Why US Flag Etiquette Matters

Flying the flag correctly and with respect matters to Military Service Members. Once
you’ve sworn your life to defend the principles embodied in the American Flag, it becomes an emotional
symbol to you. Seeing it mishandled or mistreated, therefore, may well upset a Service Member, former
or current. Below are the rules that will show respect, not just for the flag, but for the commitment all
Service Members have made to this country.

The fundamental rule of flog efiquette is: reat all
flags with respect and common sense.

The Stars and Siri takes precedance over all
ather flags when n within the United States.
It should not be Bown lower than another flog
nor should it be smaller than another Rown
with it. Other flogs may, however, be Hown ar
the same height and in the some size. Other
national lags should not be smaller nor Rewn
lewer than Sears and Skipes when displayed
together. [f it Is not possible 1o displuy o ar
mere natienal flags at the same ht, it is not
proper to display them together ar al
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The peint of honor is on the exireme left from the
standpoint of the chserver Tha fag's right™].
The order from left e right of Hogs flown
tagether is: the Stars and Siripes, other national
flags in el betical order, state flags, counky
ﬁn ety u s, organizational Aogs, personal
cigs.
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It -s ned llagal or improper 1o fly r.-n}' fleg [#ote,
sthale group, srgonizelion ee) alane but it s
always preferable 1o display the Stars and
Siripes al the same Hme.
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IF ona flog is af halkstoff in mourning, other flags
flown with it should be at holfkstaff. First roise
the flags fo their pecks, then lower to holkstaff.
The Stars and Stripes is raisad first and lowerad
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II is proper o fy Ihe Stors ond Stripes ot night,
but anly if it is spotlighted
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Ina publ-l: gallbormg rune hall church m
The Stors and Siripes
tha speckers or on the waoll bohmcl Hbarn

The Stars and Stripas should be in the center of a
noupc{ ogs onlzgwhsn the center pole is toller
cn the others or when o fondike arrangement

makes the canter pole higher than others.
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i ing flag with canton on the left [canton is
the blue field with the 50 stars]. The canton of
the flog should abways be 1o the observers laft

Owvar a Strast - when the U5, flag is displayad
other than from a staff, it should ba displayad
flat or suspended so its folds fall fres. When
displayed over o sireet, place the union so it
faces north or east, dapendlng on the direction
of the sireet.

On a wall - when dis d either horizontally
or verfically against a wall, the union should be
wppermost and to the flag’s own right, that is to
the observer's laf. In a window, the union
shou‘l:ld be to the flag's right when viewed from
outside.

Display with canten on the right [canton is
Ihe Blue field with the S0 stars]. Display {:unron
facing right when displayed on a ca
displa as o decal on the right side of vu
vohicle (bus, ruck, plane, atc.) Whan worn as a
pakch on right arm [but use on left arm is
preferable).

A salute [hond over heart for ﬂmw not in
uniform) should be rendered when the flog is
raised, lowered, or carried by on parade; :&-e
the F'Ie-dls of Alleglunm is ployed [wnless the
flag is not present],




