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More than 10,000 Iraq and Afghanistan veterans are homeless or in programs aimed at

keeping them off the streets, a number that has doubled three times since 2006,

according to figures released by the Department of Veterans Affairs.
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By Evan Eile, USA TODAY

Military officials celebrate Veteran's Day at the
Central Union Mission in D.C. with some of the
area's disadvantaged veterans.
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Homeless vets

Number of U.S. veterans from Iraq and
Afghanistan wars who are homeless or in
programs to prevent homelessness:
2006: 1,297

2007: 2,167

2008: 3,495

2009: 5,881

2010: 9,750

2011: 10,476 (through May)

Source: Department of Veterans Affairs
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The rise comes at a time when the total number of
homeless veterans has declined from a peak of about
400,000 in 2004 to 135,000 today.

"We're seeing more and more (Irag and Afghanistan
veterans)," says Richard Thomas, a Volunteers of
America case manager at a shelter in Los Angeles. "It's
just a bad time for them to return now and get out of the
military."

The VA blames the rise on a poor economy and the
nature of the current wars, where a limited number of
troops serve multiple deployments.

The result is a group of homeless veterans where 70%
have a history of combat exposure with its psychological
effects, says Pete Dougherty, a senior policy adviser on
homelessness at the VA.

Among all homeless veterans, perhaps 20% to 33% were
in combat, he says.

LaShonna Perry, a former Army mechanic who served in
Iraq and Afghanistan, was homeless for more than year
after leaving the military. She rented an apartment last
year with a federal voucher.

"Some soldiers still have issues they're dealing with from
what they've seen, what they've experienced," she says.
"Some think, 'There's nothing wrong with me.' They can
deal with it on their own. Until it gets out of control.”

As of May, there were 10,476 Iraq and Afghanistan
veterans either living on the streets, in temporary housing
or receiving federal vouchers to help pay rent for an
apartment.

About 13% are women, the VA says.

The spike in Iraqg and Afghanistan veterans seeking
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to expand the voucher program. )
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He said more than 2,400 non-profit organizations across the country now have homeless
veteran programs.
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15 to 20 million Americans unemployed & 50 million + with no Health
Benefits & that includes "Veterans" But yet our goverment sends billions of
American dollars overseas & our unpatriotic companies sends millions of

American JOBS overseas.!!!
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With all of the empty houses across America, even having one homeless
vet is a crying shame. Our Government can provide housing for umpteen
illegal aliens, but our own troops live in the streets? What is wrong with
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