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Earlier today. First Lady Michelle Obama spoke at a summit hosted by the Mational Military Family Association and
called it the country's "moral obligation” to recognize the state of military families today. She commended families for
their resilience and dedication 1o service and called for the “vision of a nation that truly supports our military
families "

The First Lady discussed hardships that military spouses endure. induding strugaling to access benefits and
assistance and mental health counseling for the stress of separation. She called for the nation to support and
engage military families not only during their ime of military service, but at every stage of their lives.

And although | think it would pain most Americans to hear this, we have to be honest. Too many of our
military families still think a lot of Americans don't fully appreciate what they're going through, how they
sacrifice for us. As one military mom appealed to me in a lefter, she said, "Please don't let Americans
forget orignore what we live with,” She said, "We are at war.”

And finally, we know that the needs of our military families are only going to grow, Our forces and their
families face more deployments. That means more veterans needing care, especally those with
posttraumatic stress and traumatic brain injury. It means more caregivers needing support, It means
more survivors who can never be forgotten.

The First Lacy explainad that the Administration has made military families an important priority by increasing
benefits and funds for military housing. childcare, counseling and career development. and also expanding health
care for veterans and support for caretakers. She praised the Department of Defense for launching the Military
Family Life Project, a study of over 100,000 spouses and service members to assess their quality of life for a better
understanding of how families are affected by deployments. She also talked about the Department of Agricuiture’s
4-H program, which forged partnerships with the armed services to help military children when their parents are

deployed

The First Lady announced that the President has directed the national security staff to lead a govemment-wide
review to identify new pricrities and partnerships to support military families. She explained that the initiative will lay
the foundation for a coordinated government approach to supporting and engaging military families.

And it won't be easy. It's going to take many years. It's going to require a great deal of patience, as
wyou all know, But if Americans respond to this challenge; if we mobilize every segment of sodety: if we
work together; if we hold ourselves to the same high standard of excellence that cur military families
live by every day, then | know we can succeed, | know we can realize our vision of an America that
truly supports and engages our military families not just now, but for decades to come.

Get Email Updates = Contact Us

Search WhiteHouse.gov Search

DEEPWATER BP
OILSPILIL

3LOGS
Tha White House Blog
Middle Class Task Force Blog
Council of Economic Advisers
Council en Environmental Quality
Office of Management and Budget Blog
Office of Public Engagement Blog
Office of Science & Tech Policy Blog
Office of Urban Affairs Blog
Open Government Blog
Partnarships Blog

US Trade Representative Blog

CATEGORIES

Civil Rights

Defense

Disabilities

Economy

Education

Energy & Environment
Ethies

Family

Fiscal Responsibility
Foreign Policy

Health Care

Homeland Security
Immigration

Poverty

Rural

Seniors & Social Security
Service

Taxes

Technology

Policy

15
Women

Additional Issues

ARCHIVES

May 2010
April 2010
March 2010
Felruary zo1o
January 2010

December 2000

http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2010/05/12/future-our-military-families...

5/16/2010 7:47 PM



2 of 2

The Future That Our Military Families Deserve" | The White House

Share/Bookmark

See more about |

Issues

Civil Rights

Defense

Disabilities
Economy

Education

Energy & Environment
Ethics

Family

Fiscal Responsibility
Foreign Policy
Health Care
Homeland Security
Immigration

Poverty

Rural

Seniors & Social Security

Service

Taxes
Technology
Urban Policy
Veterans
Women
Additional Issues

The Administration

President Barack Obama
Vice President Joe Biden
First Lady Michelle Obama
Dr. Jill Biden

The Cabinet

White House Staff

Executive Office of the
President

Other Advisory Boards

About the White
House

History

Presidents

First Ladies

The Oval Office

The Vice President's
Residence & Office

Eisenhower Executive
Office Building

Camp David

Air Force One

White House Fellows
White House Internships
White House 101

Tours & Events

http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2010/05/12/future-our-military-families...

November 2009
October 2009
September 2009
August 2009
July 2009

June 2009

May 2009

April 2009
March 2009
February 2009
January 2009

Home

The White House
Blog

Photos & Videos

Photo Galleries
Video

Live Streams
Podcasts

Our Government

The Executive Branch
The Legislative Branch
The Judicial Branch
The Constitution

Federal Agencies &
Commissions

Elections & Voting
State & Local Government
Resources

WWW. WHITEHOUSE.GOYV
En espaiol | Accessibility | Copyright Information | Privacy Policy | Contact
USA.gov | Subscribe to RSS Feeds | Apply for a Job

Briefing Room

Your Weekly Address
Speeches & Remarks
Press Briefings
Statements & Releases
Presidential Actions
Featured Legislation

Nominations &
Appointments

Disclosures

5/16/2010 7:47 PM



